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Why Study History? (1998)
By Peter N. Stearns
People live in the present. They plan for and worry about the future. History, however, is the
study of the past. Given all the demands that press in from living in the present and anticipating
what is yet to come, why bother with what has been? Given all the desirable and available
branches of knowledge, why insist—as most American educational programs do—on a good bit
of history? And why urge many students to study even more history than they are required to?
Any subject of study needs justification: its advocates must explain why it is worth attention.
Most widely accepted subjects—and history is certainly one of them—attract some people who
simply like the information and modes of thought involved. But audiences less spontaneously
drawn to the subject and more doubtful about why to bother need to know what the purpose is.
Historians do not perform heart transplants, improve highway design, or arrest criminals. In a
society that quite correctly expects education to serve useful purposes, the functions of history
can seem more difficult to define than those of engineering or medicine. History is in fact very
useful, actually indispensable, but the products of historical study are less tangible, sometimes
less immediate, than those that stem from some other disciplines.
In the past history has been justified for reasons we would no longer accept. For instance, one of
the reasons history holds its place in current education is because earlier leaders believed that a
knowledge of certain historical facts helped distinguish the educated from the uneducated; the
person who could reel off the date of the Norman conquest of England (1066) or the name of the
person who came up with the theory of evolution at about the same time that Darwin did
(Wallace) was deemed superior—a better candidate for law school or even a business promotion.
Knowledge of historical facts has been used as a screening device in many societies, from China
to the United States, and the habit is still with us to some extent. Unfortunately, this use can
encourage mindless memorization—a real but not very appealing aspect of the discipline.
History should be studied because it is essential to individuals and to society, and because it
harbors beauty. There are many ways to discuss the real functions of the subject—as there are
many different historical talents and many different paths to historical meaning. All definitions
of history's utility, however, rely on two fundamental facts.
History Helps Us Understand People and Societies
In the first place, history offers a storehouse of information about how people and societies
behave. Understanding the operations of people and societies is difficult, though a number of
disciplines make the attempt. An exclusive reliance on current data would needlessly handicap
our efforts. How can we evaluate war if the nation is at peace—unless we use historical
materials? How can we understand genius, the influence of technological innovation, or the role
that beliefs play in shaping family life, if we don't use what we know about experiences in the
past? Some social scientists attempt to formulate laws or theories about human behavior. But
even these recourses depend on historical information, except for in limited, often artificial cases
in which experiments can be devised to determine how people act. Major aspects of a society's
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operation, like mass elections, missionary activities, or military alliances, cannot be set up as
precise experiments. Consequently, history must serve, however imperfectly, as our laboratory,
and data from the past must serve as our most vital evidence in the unavoidable quest to figure
out why our complex species behaves as it does in societal settings. This, fundamentally, is why
we cannot stay away from history: it offers the only extensive evidential base for the
contemplation and analysis of how societies function, and people need to have some sense of
how societies function simply to run their own lives.
History Helps Us Understand Change and How the Society We Live in Came to Be
The second reason history is inescapable as a subject of serious study follows closely on the first.
The past causes the present, and so the future. Any time we try to know why something
happened—whether a shift in political party dominance in the American Congress, a major
change in the teenage suicide rate, or a war in the Balkans or the Middle East—we have to look
for factors that took shape earlier. Sometimes fairly recent history will suffice to explain a major
development, but often we need to look further back to identify the causes of change. Only
through studying history can we grasp how things change; only through history can we begin to
comprehend the factors that cause change; and only through history can we understand what
elements of an institution or a society persist despite change.
The Importance of History in Our Own Lives
These two fundamental reasons for studying history underlie more specific and quite diverse
uses of history in our own lives. History well told is beautiful. Many of the historians who most
appeal to the general reading public know the importance of dramatic and skillful writing—as
well as of accuracy. Biography and military history appeal in part because of the tales they
contain. History as art and entertainment serves a real purpose, on aesthetic grounds but also on
the level of human understanding. Stories well done are stories that reveal how people and
societies have actually functioned, and they prompt thoughts about the human experience in
other times and places. The same aesthetic and humanistic goals inspire people to immerse
themselves in efforts to reconstruct quite remote pasts, far removed from immediate, present-day
utility. Exploring what historians sometimes call the "pastness of the past"—the ways people in
distant ages constructed their lives—involves a sense of beauty and excitement, and ultimately
another perspective on human life and society.
History Contributes to Moral Understanding
History also provides a terrain for moral contemplation. Studying the stories of individuals and
situations in the past allows a student of history to test his or her own moral sense, to hone it
against some of the real complexities individuals have faced in difficult settings. People who
have weathered adversity not just in some work of fiction, but in real, historical circumstances
can provide inspiration. "History teaching by example" is one phrase that describes this use of a
study of the past—a study not only of certifiable heroes, the great men and women of history
who successfully worked through moral dilemmas, but also of more ordinary people who
provide lessons in courage, diligence, or constructive protest.
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History Provides Identity
History also helps provide identity, and this is unquestionably one of the reasons all modern
nations encourage its teaching in some form. Historical data include evidence about how
families, groups, institutions and whole countries were formed and about how they have evolved
while retaining cohesion. For many Americans, studying the history of one's own family is the
most obvious use of history, for it provides facts about genealogy and (at a slightly more
complex level) a basis for understanding how the family has interacted with larger historical
change. Family identity is established and confirmed. Many institutions, businesses,
communities, and social units, such as ethnic groups in the United States, use history for similar
identity purposes. Merely defining the group in the present pales against the possibility of
forming an identity based on a rich past. And of course nations use identity history as well—and
sometimes abuse it. Histories that tell the national story, emphasizing distinctive features of the
national experience, are meant to drive home an understanding of national values and a
commitment to national loyalty.
Studying History Is Essential for Good Citizenship
A study of history is essential for good citizenship. This is the most common justification for the
place of history in school curricula. Sometimes advocates of citizenship history hope merely to
promote national identity and loyalty through a history spiced by vivid stories and lessons in
individual success and morality. But the importance of history for citizenship goes beyond this
narrow goal and can even challenge it at some points.
History that lays the foundation for genuine citizenship returns, in one sense, to the essential uses
of the study of the past. History provides data about the emergence of national institutions,
problems, and values—it's the only significant storehouse of such data available. It offers
evidence also about how nations have interacted with other societies, providing international and
comparative perspectives essential for responsible citizenship. Further, studying history helps us
understand how recent, current, and prospective changes that affect the lives of citizens are
emerging or may emerge and what causes are involved. More important, studying history
encourages habits of mind that are vital for responsible public behavior, whether as a national or
community leader, an informed voter, a petitioner, or a simple observer.
What Skills Does a Student of History Develop?
What does a well-trained student of history, schooled to work on past materials and on case
studies in social change, learn how to do? The list is manageable, but it contains several
overlapping categories.
The Ability to Assess Evidence. The study of history builds experience in dealing with and
assessing various kinds of evidence—the sorts of evidence historians use in shaping the most
accurate pictures of the past that they can. Learning how to interpret the statements of past
political leaders—one kind of evidence—helps form the capacity to distinguish between the
objective and the self-serving among statements made by present-day political leaders. Learning
how to combine different kinds of evidence—public statements, private records, numerical data,

3

visual materials—develops the ability to make coherent arguments based on a variety of data.
This skill can also be applied to information encountered in everyday life.
The Ability to Assess Conflicting Interpretations. Learning history means gaining some skill in
sorting through diverse, often conflicting interpretations. Understanding how societies work—
the central goal of historical study—is inherently imprecise, and the same certainly holds true for
understanding what is going on in the present day. Learning how to identify and evaluate
conflicting interpretations is an essential citizenship skill for which history, as an often-contested
laboratory of human experience, provides training. This is one area in which the full benefits of
historical study sometimes clash with the narrower uses of the past to construct identity.
Experience in examining past situations provides a constructively critical sense that can be
applied to partisan claims about the glories of national or group identity. The study of history in
no sense undermines loyalty or commitment, but it does teach the need for assessing arguments,
and it provides opportunities to engage in debate and achieve perspective.
Experience in Assessing Past Examples of Change. Experience in assessing past examples of
change is vital to understanding change in society today—it's an essential skill in what we are
regularly told is our "ever-changing world." Analysis of change means developing some capacity
for determining the magnitude and significance of change, for some changes are more
fundamental than others. Comparing particular changes to relevant examples from the past helps
students of history develop this capacity. The ability to identify the continuities that always
accompany even the most dramatic changes also comes from studying history, as does the skill
to determine probable causes of change. Learning history helps one figure out, for example, if
one main factor—such as a technological innovation or some deliberate new policy—accounts
for a change or whether, as is more commonly the case, a number of factors combine to generate
the actual change that occurs.
Historical study, in sum, is crucial to the promotion of that elusive creature, the well-informed
citizen. It provides basic factual information about the background of our political institutions
and about the values and problems that affect our social well-being. It also contributes to our
capacity to use evidence, assess interpretations, and analyze change and continuities. No one can
ever quite deal with the present as the historian deals with the past—we lack the perspective for
this feat; but we can move in this direction by applying historical habits of mind, and we will
function as better citizens in the process.
History Is Useful in the World of Work
History is useful for work. Its study helps create good businesspeople, professionals, and
political leaders. The number of explicit professional jobs for historians is considerable, but most
people who study history do not become professional historians. Professional historians teach at
various levels, work in museums and media centers, do historical research for businesses or
public agencies, or participate in the growing number of historical consultancies. These
categories are important—indeed vital—to keep the basic enterprise of history going, but most
people who study history use their training for broader professional purposes. Students of history
find their experience directly relevant to jobs in a variety of careers as well as to further study in
fields like law and public administration. Employers often deliberately seek students with the

4

kinds of capacities historical study promotes. The reasons are not hard to identify: students of
history acquire, by studying different phases of the past and different societies in the past, a
broad perspective that gives them the range and flexibility required in many work situations.
They develop research skills, the ability to find and evaluate sources of information, and the
means to identify and evaluate diverse interpretations. Work in history also improves basic
writing and speaking skills and is directly relevant to many of the analytical requirements in the
public and private sectors, where the capacity to identify, assess, and explain trends is essential.
Historical study is unquestionably an asset for a variety of work and professional situations, even
though it does not, for most students, lead as directly to a particular job slot, as do some technical
fields. But history particularly prepares students for the long haul in their careers, its qualities
helping adaptation and advancement beyond entry-level employment. There is no denying that in
our society many people who are drawn to historical study worry about relevance. In our
changing economy, there is concern about job futures in most fields. Historical training is not,
however, an indulgence; it applies directly to many careers and can clearly help us in our
working lives.
Why study history? The answer is because we virtually must, to gain access to the laboratory of
human experience. When we study it reasonably well, and so acquire some usable habits of
mind, as well as some basic data about the forces that affect our own lives, we emerge with
relevant skills and an enhanced capacity for informed citizenship, critical thinking, and simple
awareness. The uses of history are varied. Studying history can help us develop some literally
"salable" skills, but its study must not be pinned down to the narrowest utilitarianism. Some
history—that confined to personal recollections about changes and continuities in the immediate
environment—is essential to function beyond childhood. Some history depends on personal
taste, where one finds beauty, the joy of discovery, or intellectual challenge. Between the
inescapable minimum and the pleasure of deep commitment comes the history that, through
cumulative skill in interpreting the unfolding human record, provides a real grasp of how the
world works.

American Historical Association Historical Archives
https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-andarchives/historical-archives/why-study-history-(1998)
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J. Carter Brown Library, Brown University

Bartolomé de las Casas

A SHORT ACCOUNT
OF THE DESTRUCTION
OF THE INDIES
written 1542, published 1552* [EXCERPTS]
_________________________________________

P

RESENTATION by Bishop don Fray Bartolomé
de las Casas or Casaus, to the most high and potent
lord Prince of all the Spains don Felipe, our
lord_________
Most high and potent lord:
Because divine providence has ordered in this world
that for the direction and common utility of the human
lineage the world be constituted by Kingdoms and
peoples, with their kings like fathers and shepherds (as
Homer has called them) and therefore the most noble
and generous members of the republics, for that reason
no doubt of the rectitude of the royal spirits of those
kings may be held, or with right reason might be held.
And if any wrongs, failings, defects, or evils should be
suffered in those kingdoms, the only reason for that is
that the kings have no notice of them. For these wrongs
&c, if they be present and reported, it is the duty of the
king, with greatest study and vigilant industry, to root
them out. . . .
Considering, then, most potent lord, the evils
and harm, the perditions and ruin  the equals or likes
And thus pregnant and nursing women and children
of which, never were men imagined capable of doing
and old persons and any others they might take, they
would throw them into the holes until the pits were
 considering, as I say, those evils which as a man of
filled, the Indians being pierced through by the stakes,
fifty years’ and more experience, being in those lands
which was a sore thing to see, especially the women
present, I have seen committed upon those so many
with their children.
and such great kingdoms, or better said, that entire vast
and new world of the Indies  lands conceded and given in trust by God and His Church to the king and
queen of Castile, to rule and govern them, convert them to belief in Christ and the Holy Catholic Church,
and give them to prosper temporally and spiritually , this subject was not able to contain himself from
supplicating with Your Majesty, most importunely, that Your Majesty not concede such licence nor allow
those terrible things that the tyrants did invent, pursue, and have committed against those peaceable,
humble, and meek Indian peoples, who offend no person. . . .
Title page, 1598 edition [Frankfurt] published by
Theodore de Bry with his engravings

*

Excerpted by the National Humanities Center, 2006: www.nhc.rtp.nc.us/pds/pds.htm. From Bartolomé de las Casas, An Account, Much Abbreviated,
of the Destruction of the Indies, with Related Texts, ed. Franklin W. Knight, & tr. Andrew Hurley (Hackett Publ. Co., 2003), pp. 2-3, 6-8. Permission
pending. De Bry engravings in de Bry’s 1598 edition of Destruction; digital images reproduced by permission of the John Carter Brown Library, Brown
University.

Univ. of Alabama Library

[INTRODUCTION]

. . . Into and among these gentle sheep,
endowed by their Maker and Creator with all
the qualities aforesaid, did creep the Spaniards,
who no sooner had knowledge of these people
than they became like fierce wolves and tigers
and lions who have gone many days without
food or nourishment. And no other thing have
they done for forty years until this day,1 and
still today see fit to do, but dismember, slay,
perturb, afflict, torment, and destroy the
Indians by all manner of cruelty  new and
divers and most singular manners such as
never before seen or read of heard of  some
few of which shall be recounted below, and
Ortelius, Americæ sive novi orbis, nova descriptio, Antwerp, 1570
they do this to such a degree that on the Island
(details)
of Hispaniola, of the above three millions souls
that we once saw, today there be no more than
two hundred of those native people remaining.
The island of Cuba is almost as long as from
Valladolid to Rome; today it is almost devoid
of population. The island of San Juan [Puerto
Rico] and that of Jamaica, large and wellfavoured and lovely islands both, have been
laid waste. On the Isles of the Lucayos
[Bahamas] . . . where there were once above
five hundred thousand souls, today there is not
a living creature. All were killed while being
brought, and because of being brought, to the
Island of Hispaniola where the Spaniards saw
that their stock of the natives of that latter
island had come to an end. . . .
Two principal and general customs have
been employed by those, calling themselves Christians, who have passed this way, in extirpating and
striking from the face of the earth those suffering nations. The first being unjust, cruel, bloody, and
tyrannical warfare. The other  after having slain all those who might yearn toward or suspire after or
think of freedom, or consider escaping from the torments that they are made to suffer, by which I mean all
the native-born lords and adult males, for it is the Spaniards’ custom in their wars to allow only young
boys and females to live  being to oppress them with the hardest, harshest, and most heinous bondage
to which men or beasts might ever be bound into. . . .
The cause for which the Christians have slain and destroyed so many and such infinite numbers of
souls, has been simply to get, as their ultimate end, the Indians’ gold of them, and to stuff themselves with
riches in a very few days, and to raise themselves to high estates  without proportion to their birth or
breeding, it should be noted  owing to the insatiable greed and ambition that they have had, which has
been greater than any the world has ever seen before. . . [A]ll the Indians of all the Indies never once did
1
I.e., since 1502, the year las Casas first went out to the Indies with the expedition led by Nicolás de Ovando. Las Casas is, then, implying that his
Brevísima Relación will be based on personal experience and observation. It should be noted that las Casas did not adopt the views expressed in this
account until 1514, twelve full years after he came to the Indies. He was, in fact, an encomendero at first, one of those who exploited the Indians, and it
was not until he was exposed to the ideas of Antonio de Montesinos, a Dominican who preached that the Indians were “men,” with souls, that las
Casas’ eyes were opened to the brutality of the Conquest. [Knight & Hurley, p. 6]
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aught hurt or wrong to Christians, but rather held them
to be descended from heaven, from the sky, until
many times they or their neighbours received from the
Christians many acts of wrongful harm, theft, murder,
violence, and vexation. . . .
Las Casas proceeds to recount specific acts of cruelty
perpetrated on the people of Hispaniola, San Juan (Puerto
Rico), Jamaica, Cuba, Nicaragua, New Spain (Mexico), the
Yucatan, Guatemala, Venezuela, Peru, Granada and other
small Caribbean islands, and “Florida,” referring to Spanish
claims north of Mexico in North America.

They would erect long gibbets . . . and bind thirteen of
the Indians at one time, in honour and reverence, they
said, of Our Redeemer and the twelve Apostles, and put
firewood around it and burn the Indians alive.

Another time, because the Indians did not give him a
coffer filled with gold, . . . they killed an infinite number
of souls, and cut off the hands and noses of countless
women and men, and others they threw to the savage
dogs, who ate them and tore them to pieces.

[T]he lord asked the holy father whether Christians went
to the sky. The priest replied that they did, but only
those who were good. And the cacique then said . . .
that he did not desire to go to the sky, but rather down
to hell, so that he would not be where they were and
would not see such cruel people.

National Humanities Center

TESTAMENT
I, Fray Bartolomé de las Casas, or Casaus, friar of the
order of Saint Dominic, who by the mercy of God am
here today in this court of Spain, was persuaded by
the same notable persons resident in this Court . . . to
set down an accounting of the hell that is the Indies,
so that those infinite masses of souls redeemed by the
blood of Jesus Christ may not die for all eternity
without any help for it, but rather know their Creator
and be saved. And by the compassion that I have for
my native land, which is Castile, I pray that God not
destroy it for the great sins committed against its faith
and honour. . . .
I have great hope that the emperor and king of
Spain, our lord Don Carlos, the fifth of that name,
may come to understand (for until now the truth has
always been most industriously covered over) the acts
of malice and treachery which have been and still are
being done upon those nations and lands, against the
will of God and his own, and that he may bring an end
to so many evils and bring relief to that New World
which God has given him, as the lover and cultivator,
as he is of justice.

For political as well as religious reasons, including the
evidence from las Casas, King Charles issued the “New
Laws of the Indies” in 1542 to moderate the treatment of the
Indians. The New Laws were opposed and ignored by most
colonial officials in Spanish America.
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The library of original sources.
Thatcher, Oliver J. editor. (Oliver Joseph), 1857-1937,
New York, University Research Extension [c1907]
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433067371306

Public Domain, Google-digitized
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THE FIRST SETTLEMENT IN THE
UNITED STATES
THE FOUNDING OF ST. AUGUSTINE
Memoir of the Happy Result and Prosperous Voyage of the
Fleet commanded by the Illustrious Captain-general Pedro
Menendez de Aviles, which sailed from Cadiz on the Morn
ing of Thursday, June 28th, for the Coast of Florida, and
arrived there on the 28th of August, 1565.
by francisco lopez de mendoza grajales
Chaplain of the Expedition
I.

The Lord having granted

us favorable weather

of

days' sailing brought us in sight

the Lanzarote

from the first, five
Islands and Fuerte

Ventura.
The following Wednesday, July 5, 1565, we reached the
Canary Islands, which are two hundred and fifty leagues from Cadiz,
where we stopped three days to lay in a supply of wood and water.
The following Sunday,

July

8, our fleet, composed

of eight ships,

under the direction of our general, left the Canary Islands, and pro
ceeded to the Island of Dominica, which was to be conquered from the
Caribbee Indians.
first galley and

Unfortunately,

the very evening we set sail, our

a patache became separted

from us.

For two

days we
;

it,

coasted up and down, hoping to rejoin them, but without any success
and our admiral, seeing that we should not be able to accomplish

gave the order for us to sail directly to Dominica, where we were to

During this voy
Francesco Sanchez sprung

leak, and, as

from us, but

it

shallop, or boat, commanded
it

a

age

a

await them in case they had not arrived before us.
by Cap.

got beyond the control of the crew, he asked assistance

was impossible to give him any.

The pilot wishing to
a

continue to sail with the other vessels until they should arrive at their
destination, and have the leak repaired there, the captain and
soldier
had recourse

to their swords to oblige the pilot to return to port, being

fearful lest they should be all drowned. The pilot declared himself
unable to do this on account of the rough weather, so they decided to
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make for the cape on the south-west in order to reach the land as
soon

as possible.

them,

Thus it

happened

that we were obliged to leave

which we did with deep regret and great anxiety as to what

would become of them.

The five

vessels which remained of our fleet

had a prosperous voyage the rest of the way, thanks to our Lord and
His blessed Mother. Up to Friday, the 20th, we had very fine weather,
but at ten o'clock that day a violent wind arose, which by two in the
afternoon had become the most frightful hurricane one could imagine.
The sea, which rose to the very clouds, seemed about to swallow us
up alive, and such was the fear and apprehension of the pilot and other

I

sailors that

exerted

I

myself to exhort my brethren and companions to

the passion of our Lord Jesus
Christ, His justice and His mercy, and with so much success that I
passed the night in confessing them.
repentance.

Very often

to them

represented

the sea washed completely over the deck

where we

were gathered, one hundred and twenty men having no other place to
go, as there was only one between-decks, and that was full of biscuit,
wine, and other provisions.

We were in

such great danger that it was

found necessary

to lighten the vessel, and we threw a great many bar
rels of water into the sea, as well as our cooking apparatus and seven
millstones which we were taking with us. Most of the reserve rigging
and the great ship's cable were cast overboard, and still the waves con

tinued to break over us.
chests

of

The admiral then resolved to throw all the

the men into the sea, but the distress

great that

I

of

the soldiers was so

felt constrained to throw myself at his feet and beg him
not to do it. I reminded him that we ought to trust to the great mercy

of our Lord,

and, like a true Christian,

he showed

confidence

in God,

When Jesus Christ permitted the return of
day, we looked at each other as at men raised from the dead, and,
and spared

the luggage.

though our suspense

during

Saturday was no less than that of the

preceding night, light itself was a consolation to us ; but when night,
however, found us again still in the same dangerous situation, we
thought we must surely perish, and during this whole night I preached
to the crew, and exhorted them to put their trust in God. Sunday

can fancy how we rejoiced to see
daylight once more, although the storm continued unabated all day, and

morning came, and your Lordship

Monday, when our Lord deigned to have
compassion and mercy on us, and calmed the fury of the winds and
waves.
until noon of the following

When the tempest arose, our five vessels were sailing in company,
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night the hurricane was so violent that they were
driven in different directions, and we lost sight of one another for

but during

the

Finally,

three days.

one morning, we saw a ship approaching which

we recognized as one of our fleet, although we had at first feared it was
French.

We were all

so tired, and our minds so confused by what we had

suffered, that the pilots lost all calculations by reckoning as to what
was our proper course ; but, inspired by the Holy Ghost, they directed
the men to steer W. S. W., and we came in sight of the Island of
Desirade.

On Sunday, August

5th, the day

of Notre Dame

des Neiges, just

as we were approaching the island, we were assailed by a heavy swell
and a westerly gale which drove us back to the Island of Dominica,

inhabited by Caribbee Indians,
nine o'clock in the evening.

where we entered

As

soon

as we had

the harbor
cast

about

anchor, the

captain gave orders to lower and arm the ship's boat, which the sailors
manned, and, being provided with jars, went ashore in search of water,
of which we were in the greatest need. An Italian domestic whom I
went with them, and in the early morning, while searching for

had

water by a bright moonlight, he discovered at the foot of a tree the
largest and most frightful tortoise one could imagine. At the first
movement it made, they thought it was a serpent or some other deadly
animal, and cried to each other to fly to the shore where their boat
was

;

but afterwards, as there were six of them, they felt ashamed of

their fears, and, each taking an oar or a stick, they returned to where
they had first heard the sound, and, as I have said, discovered a tor
Armed with their oars, they approached

toise.

it and tried to turn it

The animal fled towards the sea, but they were at last
successful in attacking it by one leg, and were able to bring it on to

on its back.
the ship.
a female
size

of

shape.

It required six

men next day to cut it up.

each about the

a hen's egg, and having a yolk and white, but quite round in

The meat, especially when roasted, looks and tastes like veal.

These tortoises live principally
to sleep.

The creature was

and contained more than five hundred eggs,

in the

sea,

although they go on shore

When they are filled with eggs, as this one was, they deposit

them on the ground and cover them with earth, where after a certain

time the young hatch out, and then go into the sea to live. On Tues
day morning the admiral fitted out the boat, in which the sailors were
to go in search of wood and water, and told me that, if
might accompany

them,

although he advised

I

wished,

I

me to be very careful.
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Anxious

I

to go ashore,

might be exposed.

of

did not stop to consider all the danger to which
called my Italian servant and directed him to

soiled shirts and some other linen, and gave him a

take a half dozen
piece

I
I

soap with which to wash them when we got on land, which

I

he did very well.

had fifty jars filled with excellent water, in the

While my servant and four other

forest, and then sent off the boat.

men were busy washing the clothing,
the seashore

and amused

I

climbed upon some rocks on

myself collecting shells, of which there were

a great number, when, on raising my eyes,

As

men descending a hill.

naked

I

perceived three entirely

we were in an enemy's

country,

I

thought they must of course be Caribbees, and ran as fast as I could
to join my companions. Each armed with a half dozen stones, we
then

went to meet the men.

voices,

we perceived

of their

When we came within reach

that they were some

of our own

people,

which,

considering the condition we thought ourselves in, gave me the greatest
The explanation of this adventure is this: Only a certain
pleasure.
number of us were permitted by the admiral to go ashore, but the poor
wretches who remained behind, having also the greatest desire to land,
five soldiers agreed to swim after and join us. The distance was
greater than it appeared, however, and, the current being very rapid,
two out of the five were drowned. The other three crossed the moun
tain to where

I

be an ambuscade

was, and, as they wore no clothing,

of

I

Caribbees.

I

thought it must

had about a hundred Peru

jars filled

with fresh water, and a large quantity of wood gathered, and at about
four o'clock we returned to the ship. Just then so fresh a breeze sprung
up that at daylight

on Wednesday

of Monserrat, thirty-five

leagues

Canary Islands to Dominica
sailing.
names

Farther

we found ourselves at the Island

from there.

there

It

are about

is said that from the

eight hundred leagues

on are a great many other islands which bear the

of different

saints,

Guadaloupe and the Virgin Islands.

group appears to be about two hundred leagues

in circumference,

This
but

the ground is very stony and uninhabitable.

III.
On Saturday, the 25th, the Captain-general (Menendez) came to
visit our vessel and get the ordnance for disembarkment at Florida.
This ordnance consisted of two rampart pieces, of two sorts of culverins, of very small calibre, powder and balls ; and he also took two
soldiers to take care of the pieces.
Having armed his vessel, he stopped
and made us an address,

in which he instructed us what we had to do
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I will

on arrival at the place where the French were anchored.

not

dwell on this subject, on which there was a good deal said for and
against, although the opinion of the general finally prevailed.
were two thousand (hundred)
we were to force an entrance.
and begged
souls,

Frenchmen in the seaport

I

made some opposition to the plans,

the general to consider that he had the care

for which he must give a good account.

address,

long.

There

into which

of

a thousand

Then followed

a fine

which I shall not repeat here, as it would make my report too
Please the Lord and the Blessed Virgin, I will, however, report

it on my return.
On Monday, August 27, while we were near the entrance to the
About
Bahama Channel, God showed to us a miracle from heaven.
nine o'clock in the evening a comet appeared, which showed itself
directly above us, a little eastward, giving so much light that it might
been taken for the sun.

have

It

towards Florida, — and its brightness
Credos.

According

went

towards the west, — that

is,

lasted long enough to repeat two

to the sailors, this was a good omen.

On Tuesday, the 28th, we had a calm more dead than anything
we

had

yet

experienced while at sea.

Our

vessel

was about

one

hundred and a half leagues from the first galley and the other vessels.
We were all tired, and especially I, from the praying to God to give
us weather which should put an end to all trials and disappointments.

About two o'clock he had pity on us, and sent so good a wind that we
full sail to rejoin the galley. One thing happened which
I regard as miraculous. While we were becalmed, and after we had
joined the other vessels, none of the pilots knew where we were,

came under

some pretending we were as much as a hundred leagues

from Florida.

However, thanks to God and the prayers of the Blessed

Virgin,

we

of seeing land. We steered in that direction,
anchored near a point of land, and found ourselves actually in Florida,
soon had the pleasure

and not very far distant from the enemy, which was for us an occasion

of great joy.

That evening our general assembled

galley to discuss what was to

be done.

the pilots on the

Next day, the 29th, at daylight,

the galley and all the other ships weighed anchor, and coasted

in search of the enemy or

On Monday,

the 30th

a

along

harbor favorable for disembarking.

of August,

we were assailed by bad weather,

which obliged us to anchor. For four days contrary winds continued
to blow, or else it was so calm we could not move, during all of
which time we were at anchor, about a league and a half from the
The captain-general, seeing that neither the pilots nor the

shore.
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two Frenchmen whom we had taken prisoners, and who belonged to
the French colony, could give us any information in regard to the port ;
and the coast being so flat that we could only recognize a few objects,
the general, under these circumstances, decided

to send ashore

fifty

arquebusiers, with some captains.
They built fires in order to excite
the curiosity of the Indans, and attract them ; but they were so stupid

Our

that they paid no attention to us, and none came to see us.
then

the interior;

people

after having gone four
they arrived at a village of Indians, who kindly received

decided

leagues,

to penetrate

them, gave them food in abundance,
them for some

of their things,

and

embraced

them,

and then asked

and the soldiers were generous enough

to make them a number of presents.

In return

the natives gave them

two pieces of gold, of low standard, but it showed that they had some,
and were in the habit of giving it in exchange.
The Frenchmen whom
we had with us told us they had been in comunication with them
a long time.

for

The Indians wanted the soldiers to pass the night with
; but the latter declined their

them, in order that they might feast them

offers, being anxious to report the good news to our captain-general.

As

as he had

soon

learned the news,

Saturday morning, September

he resolved to disembark on

1st, and go among these Indians.

He

took with him a quantity of linen, knives, mirrors, and other little
things of that sort, to gain their good will, and get some information
as to where the French

were.

One of the Frenchmen of whom

have spoken understood their language.

French about five leagues
which God had conducted

They told

I

us we had left the

behind us, precisely at the same spot to
us when we arrived in sight of land

;

but we

could not find them, because we had not sent any one ashore.

On Tuesday,

the 4th, the fleet left the place of which

I

have been

speaking, and we took a northerly course, keeping all the time close to
On Wednesday, the 5th, two hours before sunset, we saw

the coast.

four French
leagues

ships at the mouth of a river.

When

from them, the first galley joined the rest of

was composed

we were two
the fleet, which

The general concerted a plan

of four other vessels.

with the captains and pilots, and ordered the flag-ship, the San Pelayo,
and a chaloupe to attack

flag-ship, the Trinity, while the

the French

first galley and another chaloupe would attack the French galley, both
of which vessels were very large and powerful. All the ships of our
fleet put themselves

of spirits,
general.

and

in good position

full of

confidence

They followed the galley

;

and the troops were in the best

in the great talents of the captain;

but, as our general is

a

very clever
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and artful officer, he did not fire, nor seek to make any attack on the

He went straight to the French galley, and cast anchor about
eight paces from her. The other vessels went to the windward, and
During the manouvers, which lasted until about
very near the enemy.
enemy.

two hours after sunset, not a word was said on either side.
my

life have

I

Never in

Our general inquired of

known such stillness.

the

French galley, which was the vessel nearest his, "Whence does this
fleet come?"
"What are you doing
They answered, "From France."
here?" said the Adelantado.

I

order you to leave directly;

"This

the territory

I

for

of King Philip

II.

neither know who you are nor

The French commander then replied, "I am
bringing soldiers and supplies to the fort of the King of France."
He then asked the name of the general of our fleet, and was told, "Pedro
Menendez de Aviles, Captain-general of the King of Spain, who have
come to hang all Lutherans I find here."
Our general then asked him
the name of his commander, and he replied, "Lord Gasto."
While this
what you want here."

parleying was going on, a long-boat was sent from the galley to the
flag-ship.
secretly

The person

charged with this errand managed

that we could not hear what was said

reply of the French to be,

"I

but we understood the

am the admiral,"

which made us think

he wished to surrender, as they were in so small a force.
the French

to do it

;

Scarcely had

made this reply, when they

shipped their cables, spread
their sails, and passed through our midst. Our admiral, seeing this,
followed the French commander, and called upon him to lower his
sails, in the name of King Philip, to which he received

an impertinent

Immediately our commander gave an order to discharge a
small culverin, the ball from which struck the vessel amidships, and
answer.

I thought she was going to founder. We gave chase, and some time
after he again called to them to lower their sails.
"I would sooner die
first than surrender !" replied the French commander.

The order was

given to fire a second shot, which carried off five or six men

;

but, as

these miserable devils are very good sailors, they manouvered so well

that we could not take one of them
we fired at them,
possession

afterwards.

of

;

and, notwithstanding

we did not sink one

of their

one of their large boats, which was

During

ships.

of great

all the guns

We only got
service

to us

(the Sun Pelayo)
and the galley chased the French flag-ship (Trinity) and galley.
Wednesday morning, September 5th, at sunrise, so great a storm
arose that we feared

the whole night our flag-ship

we should be shipwrecked

;

and, as our vessels

were so small, we did not dare to remain on the open sea, and regained
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the shore

;

of our

that is, three

We

a half from it.

vessels anchored at about a league and

had double moorings, but the wind was so strong

that one of them broke loose.

We prayed

the

Lord

to spare the others,

for we could not have prevented them from being driven on to the

As our galley was

coast and lost.

a large vessel, and busy following

up the enemy, she could not come to our assistance.

of being

selves in danger

The

attacked.

So we felt our

same evening, about sunset,

we perceived a sail afar off, which we supposed
leys,

and

was one of our gal
which was a great subject of rejoicing; but, as the ship
French

which we had fired at the night before.

At first

going to attack us

;

but she did not dare to do

it,

approached, we discovered it was the

flag-ship

(Trinity),

we thought she was

and anchored between

about
league from us. That night the pilots of
our other ships came on board, to consult with the Admiral as to
a

us and the shore,

what was to be done.

The next morning, being fully persuaded

that

river

a

(Seloy) which

disembark, and construct

was

a

a

to

a

wreck of our galley, or that, at least, she had
hundred leagues out to sea, we decided that as soon as
daylight came we would weigh anchor, and withdraw in good order,

the storm had made
been driven

below the French colony, and there

fort, which we would defend

until assist

ance came to us.

IV.
On Thursday, just as day appeared, we sailed towards the vessel
anchor,
at
passed very close to her, and would certainly have captured
her, when we saw another vessel appear on the open sea, which we
thought was one of ours.

At

the same moment,

:

the open sea

it

we recognized the French admiral's ship.

suit.

We

however, we thought
perceived

the ship on

was the French galley of which we had been in pur

Finding ourselves

between

these

two vessels,

we decided

to

direct our course towards the galley, for the sake of deceiving them
and preventing them from attacking us, so as not to give them any time

Scloy and port, of which

I

This bold manouver having

to wait.

succeeded,

have spoken,

we sought the river

where we had the good for

tune to find our galley, and another vessel which had planned the same

Two companies of infantry now disembarked

:

thing we had.

of
Vin-

that

a

Captain Andres Soyez Patino, and that of Captain Juan de San
cente, who was
very distinguished gentleman.
They were well
chief,

Patino

and

situated

near

the shore

and Captain San Vincente,

of

a

received by the Indians, who gave them a large house belonging to a
river.

Immediately

both men of talent

and

Captain
energy,
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ordered an intrenchment to be built around this house, with a slope
of earth and facines, these being the only means of defence possible

Up to to-day
of bronze guns of different
weighed fifteen hundred weight. Our

in that country, where stones are nowhere to be found.
we have disembarked twenty-four
calibers, of which the least

pieces

The energy and talents of those two brave captains,
joined to the efforts of their brave soldiers, who had no tools with

(Fort Carolin).

which to work the earth, accomplished the construction of this fortress
of defence; and, when the general disembarked, he was quite surprised

with what had been
On Saturday,

done.

general landed with many banners
As I had
and salutes of artillery.
spread,
gone ashore the evening before, I took a cross and went to meet him,
the 8th,

to the sound

the

of trumpets

singing the hymn Te Deum laudamus. The general marched up to
the cross, followed by all who accompanied him, and there they kneeled
and embraced

the cross.

A large number of Indians

watched

these

The same day the general

proceedings and imitated all they saw done.

took formal possession of the country in the name of his Majesty, and
all the captains took the oath of allegiance to him, as their general and
governor of the country. When this ceremony was ended, he offered
to do everything in his power for them, especially for Captain Patino,
who during the whole voyage had ardently served the cause of God
and of the King, and, I think, will be rewarded for his assiduity and
talents

in constructing a fort in which to defend ourselves until the

arrival of help from St. Domingo and Havana.

The French number

about as many as we do, and perhaps more.
My advice to the general
was not to attack the enemy, but to let the troops rest all winter and
wait for the assistance daily expected

;

and then we may hope to make

a successful attack.

God and the Holy Virgin have performed another great miracle
in our favor.
The day after our general came into the fort, he told he
was

very much annoyed that

his galley and

another vessel

were

anchored about a league out at sea, and were not able to enter the har
bor on account of the sandbanks.

He

French would capture or ill-treat them.

of him, he left with about fifty
He gave the order for three of

felt

As

uneasy,

and

feared

the

soon as this idea took

possession

men, to go on board another

galley.

the ship's boats, which were

anchored in the river, to go and get the food and troops from on
board the galley. The next day our ship went to sea loaded with
provisions, and one hundred men besides, and, when about half a
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league
at all.

from the bar, it became so becalmed

that it could not advance

So they cast anchor, and passed the night in that place.

The

next morning, as the tide rose, they weighed anchor, and, as daylight
advanced, they found themselves astern of two French vessels that had

The enemy prepared immediately to attack
watching them.
us; but, when our people recognized the French, they addressed a

been

prayer to Our Lady of Utrea, begging for her to send a little wind,
for the French were already quite close upon us.
said that the spirit

of Our Lady immediately

One would have

upon the ship,
for the wind freshened, blowing directly toward the channel, so that
our galley could take refuge. The French soon followed us; but,
as the water is very shallow on the bar, their large ships could not pass
over, and

our people

and

provisions

descended

Under

got safely into port.

these circumstances, God granted us two great favors.

The first was

that on the same evening, after we had landed our troops and pro
visions, the two vessels saile'd away at midnight without being seen
One went to Spain, and the other to Havana, so that

by the enemy.

The second favor, and that by which God ren

neither was captured.

dered us a still greater service, happened

the next day.

A

great

hurricane came up, and was so severe that, I think, almost all of the
French vessels must have been lost; for they were assailed on the
most dangerous part

military matters,

and

of
a

Our general was very bold in all
He immediately
great enemy of the French.
the coast.

his captains and planned an expedition to attack the French
settlement and fort on the river with five hundred men ; and, in spite

assembled

of

the opinion

of

a majority

of

them, and

of my judgment

priest, he ordered his plan to be carried out.
day,

September

and another

Accordingly,

on Mon

17, he set out with five hundred men, well provided

with fire-arms and pikes,

each soldier carrying

with him a sack of

bread and supply of wine for the journey.

They also took with them
the
enemies of the French,
chiefs,
were
implacable
two Indian
who

to serve as guides.

In

from the captain-general to-day, the 19th, he
wrote me "that the very shallowest of the streams which they forded
reached up to the knees; that he passed through very dense forests,
a letter received

and to-morrow,

the 20th

(Thursday),

he hoped to attack the enemy's

His courage and great zeal make me hope that he
fort at daybreak."
will succeed; but he ought to have been a little less eager to carry
out his projects, which would have really more advanced the service
of his Majesty.

Since the departure of the troops, we have suffered
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the worst weather and the most horrible tempests that I ever saw.
May his Divine Majesty be with us and protect us, for Heaven knows
we have need of it.

Yesterday evening, Wednesday, the 19th, we sent

from the fort twenty men laden with provisions, —bread, wine, and

cheese, — but the rain has fallen in such abundance

I

that

they have been able to join the general and his army.

am not sure

I

hope

God,

however, will do all he can for us, which will enable us to propagate

His religion,

and destroy the heretics.

V.
mass

This morning, Saturday, the 22nd, just after I
of Our Lady, the admiral, at our request, sent

had finished the
some soldiers to

fish, that we priests might have something to eat, it being a fast-day.
throw out their nets, they perceived

He unfurled

of peace, when our men sur
He proved to be a Frenchman, one of

him a prisoner, and brought him to our
The man, thinking we were going to hang him, shed tears,

enemies,

admiral.

a man advancing towards them.

a white flag, which is a sign

rounded and captured him.

our

for fishing, and were going to

as they had arrived at the place

Just

so they made

and appeared to be in great distress.

I

asked him

and he told me he was, and recited some prayers.

if

he were a Catholic,

So

I

consoled him,

and told him not to fear anything, but to answer all questions put to

He said there were
fort (Carotin, on the river May), of

him with frankness, which he promised to do.
about seven hundred men in the
which one-third were Lutherans,
Lutheran

doctrines, and

in camp

and two priests, who preached the

eight or ten Spaniards,

three of

whom were found among the Indians, quite naked, and painted like
the natives, who had been wrecked on the coast

;

and, as no vessel had

into the country for a long time, they had remained with the
Indians, some of whom had joined the French, whose fleet had arrived

come

twenty days before.
On Monday, September 24th, about nine o'clock in the morning,
the admiral came into port with his frigate, and, as soon as I recog
nized him, I had the bells rung and great rejoicings made in the camp.

An hour after
cries.

I

he arrived, we saw a man approaching with loud

was the first to run to him and get the news.

He embraced

"Victory ! victory ! the French fort (Carolin)
is ours!"
I promised him the gift due to the bearer of good news,
and have given him the best I was able to give. I heave related how
our brave general was determined, in spite of the opinions of many of

me with transport, crying,

V.

22.
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his officers, to attack the French by land with five hundred men

;

but,

of Jesus Christ

as the enterprise we are engaged in is for the cause

and His Blessed Mother, the Holy Spirit has enlightened the under
standing of our chief, so that everything has turned to our advantage,

He

and resulted in a great victory.

has shown an ability and energy

unequaled by any prince in the world.
rifice himself, and has been sustained

He

has been

willing

to sac

by his captains and his soldiers,

whom he has encouraged by his valor and his words more than by

of rewards or other inducements,

any distribution

so that every

sol

dier has fought like a Roman.

I

previously stated that our brave captain-general set out

have

on the 17th

of September with

five hundred arquebusiers and pikemen,

under the guidance of two Indian chiefs, who showed them the route
to the enemy's fort.
evening, the

18th

They marched the whole distance until Tuesday

of

September,

1565, when they

arrived

within

a

quarter of a league of the enemy's fort (Carolin), where they remained
all night up to their waists in water.

When daylight came, Captains

Lopez, Patino, and Martin Ochoa had already been to examine the
fort, when they went to attack the fort, a greater part of the soldiers
were so confused they scarcely knew what they were about.

On Thursday morning our good captain-general, accompanied by
his son-in-law,

Don Pedro de Valdes and Captain Patino, went to

He showed so much vivacity that he did not seem
of the hardships to which he had been exposed,
seeing him march off so brisk, the others took courage, and

inspect the fort.

to have suffered by any
and,

without exception followed his example.
perceive
was

It

appears the enemy did not

their approach until the very moment

very early in the morning

and

had

of

the attack, as it

The

rained in torrents.

greater part of the soldiers of the fort were still in bed. Some arose
in their shirts, and others, quite naked, begged for quarter; but, in

A

great

Lutheran cosmographer and magician was found among the dead.

The

spite

of

that, more than one hundred and forty were killed.

rest, numbering about three hundred, scaled the walls, and either took

refuge in the forest or on their ships floating in the river, laden with
treasures, so that in an hour the fort was in our possession, without
our having lost a single man, or even had one wounded.
six vessels

on the river

at the time.

There were

They took one brig, and an

unfinished galley and another vessel, which had been just discharged
of a load of rich merchandise, and sunk. These vessels were placed
at the entrance

to the bar to blockade the harbor, as they expected

would come by sea.

we

Another, laden .with .wine and merchandise, was
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her sails, when

She refused to surrender, and spread

near the port.

they fired on her from the fort, and sunk her in a spot where neither
the vessel nor cargo

will

be lost.

The taking of this fort gained

us

many valuable objects, namely, two hundred pikes,, a hundred hel
mets, a quantity of arquebuses and shields, a quantity of clothing
linen, fine cloths, two hundred tons of flour, a good many barrels of
biscuit, two hundred bushels of wheat, three horses,

four asses, and

two she-asses, hogs, tallow, books, furnace, flour-mill, and many other
But the greatest advantage of this victory is

things of little value.

certainly the triumph which our Lord has granted us, and which will
be the means of the
a thing necessary

to

On Monday,

Holy Gospel being introduced into this country:
prevent the loss of many souls.

September, 1565, at the vesper hour, our
He was very tired,
captain-general arrived with fifty foot-soldiers.
as well as those
he was coming,

the 24th

who accompanied him. As soon as I learned that
to my room, put on a new cassock, the best I pos

I ran

sessed, and a surplice

;

and, taking a crucifix

in my hand,

certain distance to receive him before he arrived in port
a gentleman and a Christian,

;

I

went a

and he, like

knelt, as well as those who came with

him, and returned a thousand thanks for the great favors he had
received
cession,

from God.

My companions

I

walked ahead in a pro
singing the Te Deum laudamus, so that our meeting was one
and

the greatest joy.
Our general's zeal for Christianity is so great
that all his troubles are but repose for his mind. I am sure that no

of

merely human strength could have supported all that he has suffered

;

but the ardent desire which he has to serve the Lord in destroying the
Lutheran heretics, the enemies of our holy Catholic religion, causes
him to be less sensible of the ills he endured.

On Friday,

the 28th

September,

and

while the captain-general

was asleep, resting after all the fatigues he had passed through, some
Indians came to camp, and made us understand by signs, that on the
coast

toward the south

wrecked.

there

was

a French

vessel

which had been

our general directed the admiral to arm a

Immediately

boat, take fifty men, and go down the river to the sea, to find out what

was the matter.

especially about this expedition, he said,

as he is very earnest,

"Mendoze,

I

it seems to me

from those troops."

right; and, if you

have not done right in separating myself

I answered, "Your Lordship

wanted

servants would oppose

has done perfectly

to undertake a new course,

it,

and

About two o'clock the captain-general sent for me,

I

and your other

and shield you from the personal

dangers
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And, notwithstanding

to which you would be exposed."

gain him over by such speeches, he would not abandon
but told me, in a decided

I

sought to

his project,

tone, that he wished to set out, and that he

commanded me and the captains who remained at the port to accom

He said there should

pany him.

be in all twelve men to go in a boat,

and two of them Indians, who would serve as guides.

We

set

off

immediately to descend the river to the sea, in search of the enemy

;

and, to get there, we had to march more than two leagues through
plains covered with brush, often up to our knees in water, our brave
general always leading the march. When we had reached the sea,
we went about three leagues along the coast in search of our com
rades.

It was

about ten o'clock at night when we met them, and there

was a mutual rejoicing at having found each other. Not far off we
saw the camp fires of our enemies, and our general ordered two of our
soldiers to go and
bushes,

reconnoiter them,

concealing themselves

and to observe well the ground

so as to know what could be done.

in the

where they were encamped,
About

two o'clock

the

men

returned, saying that the enemy was on the other side of the river,
and that we could not get at them.

Immediately the general ordered
two soldiers and four sailors to return to where we had left our boats,
and bring them down the river, so that we might pass over to where
the enemy was.
Then he marched his troops forward to the river,

and we arrived before daylight.
between the sand-hills,

We

concealed

ourselves in a hollow

who were with us; and,

with the Indians

when it came light, we saw a great many of the enemy go down the
river to get shell-fish for food.

Our general, who

war-signal.

Soon after we saw
was

a

flag hoisted, as a

observing all that,

enlightened

by the Holy Spirit, said to us, "I intend to change these for those
of a sailor, and take a Frenchman with me (one of those whom we had
brought with us from Spain), and we will go and talk with these
Perhaps they are without supplies, and would be glad

Frenchmen.

to surrender without fighting."

He

before he put his plan into execution.
them,

one

of them

swam

had

scarcely

As

finished speaking

soon as he had called to

towards and spoke

to him;

told him of

their having been shipwrecked, and the distress they were in ; that
they had not eaten bread for eight or ten days; and, what is more,
stated that all, or at least the greater part of them, were Lutherans.

Immediately

the general

sent

him back to his countrymen, to say

they must surrender, and give up their arms, or he would put them
all to death.
A French gentleman, who was a sergeant, brought back
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the reply that they would surrender on condition their lives should be

After having parleyed

long time, our brave captain-general

"that he would make no promises, that they must surrender

unconditionally,

and lay down their arms, because,

lives, he wanted them to be grateful
death,

that

that there should

be

for

no cause

and,

if

if

answered

a

it,

spared.

he spared their

they were put to

for complaint."

that there was nothing else left for them to do, the sergeant

Seeing
returned

to the camp; and soon after he brought all their arms and flags, and
gave them up to the general, and surrendered unconditionally.

the captain-general ordered them all put to

priest, and had bowels of mercy,

I

was

a

but, as

I

death

;

they were all Lutherans,

Finding

begged

him

and

I

He granted

;

Christians.

it

to grant me the favor of sparing those whom we might find to be
made investigations, and found ten

or twelve of the men Roman Catholics, whom we brought back.
the others were

executed,

of our Holy Catholic

Michael's Day), September

Lutherans and enemies

they were

All this took

place

on Saturday

(St.

29, 1565.

a

Francisco Lopez de Mendoza Grajales, Chaplain of His Lord

ship, certify that the foregoing

is

I,

because

faith.

All

statement

of what actually

pened.
FRANCISCO

LOPEZ DE MENDOZA GRAJALES.
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